
End of Term Note - April 2019 
 
Calendar of upcoming events: 

 

APRIL   KEY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Monday 22nd April Easter Monday Holiday - FCPS Closed 

Tuesday 23rd April Term Two Commences - Assembly @ 9am 

School Council Meeting @ 6:30pm 

Presentation of Annual Report - Community members welcome  

Thursday 25th April Anzac Day Public Holiday - FCPS Closed 

Tuesday 30th April Prep Information Evening 

MAY   KEY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Friday 3rd May Afternoon Working Bee 3:45pm - 5pm 

Friday 10th May Mother’s Day Stall 3:30pm - 4pm 

JUNE DATES  KEY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Monday 10th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday - FCPS Closed 

Friday 14th June  FCPS Trivia Night 

Friday 21st June Afternoon Working Bee 3:45pm - 5pm 

Friday 28th June End of Term 2 

Assembly @ 1pm 

Student dismissal @ 1:30pm 

 

School Council 

We are pleased to confirm the current members of the FCPS School Council (Parent Member 

Category): 

Harriet McCallum Thinh Nguyen Fiona Brink 

Koto Fukushima Amanda Armstrong Nathan Quadros 

Daniel von Sturmer Raoul Endres  

 

And in the DET Employee Category, the members are: 

 

Christine Purcell Jessie Hand 

Josephine Diaco Juliet Taylor  



With the departure of our outgoing School Council President Cam Smith, the newly elected School 

Council President is Harriet McCallum and the Vice-President is Thinh Nguyen. 

 

Harriet is a parent of two students at FCPS and she has embraced the opportunity to contribute to 

our school community via her role on School Council. She is a qualified social worker who has 

worked across a range of sectors including refugee settlement, women’s health, international 

development, local government community services and (currently) community philanthropy. 

Harriet managed youth services at Maribyrnong City Council for four years and was involved in the 

early planning stages of the Footscray Learning Precinct.  She also brings to this role skills and 

experience in strategic planning, partnership development, monitoring and evaluation and 

community engagement.  

 

Thinh is a parent of a child in grade one and has been involved in higher education for over 20 

years, with a strong interest in student learning. He is currently Associate Professor at Victoria 

University and Head of its VU Academy. Thinh’s management experience includes being Director 

of Learning and Teaching at Victoria University.  With a background in physics, Thinh is passionate 

about Science, Mathematics, Engineering and Technology (STEM) education and has initiated 

projects with FCPS to enhance the learning and experiences available to our students, through 

collaborative projects with Victoria University. 

 

I acknowledge Harriet and Thinh on their appointment to these leadership positions on our School 

Council and thank them for their past and future contributions to the improvement of our school. 

 

School Council Sub-Committees 

The following sub-committees of School Council are available for parent participation: 

● Buildings and Grounds - convened by Jessie Hand with meetings held at 8am on the 

first Thursday of the month. Next meeting - Thursday 2nd May 

● Finance - convened by Jo Diaco and Jessie Hand with meetings held at 5:45pm on the 

evening of School Council meetings (3rd Tuesday of the month). Next meeting - Tuesday 

23rd April 

● Education - convened by Juliet Taylor and Chrissy Purcell with meetings held at 8am on 

the 2nd Friday of the month. Next meeting - Friday 10th May 

● Fundraising and Community Events - convened by Jessie Hand with meetings held at 

5pm on the last Tuesday of the month. Next meeting - Tuesday 30th April 

  

Working Bee Model 

We are introducing a new approach to our Working Bees this year, with some being held on a 

Friday afternoon as a ‘mini working bee’ and then also allocated Saturdays in Terms Three and 

Four for the longer events. 

 

The Friday afternoons give us the opportunity to attend to the tidying of the grounds and smaller 

projects such as spreading softfall on the playgrounds and attending to the gardens. The traditional 

Saturday events will be for the larger projects that will be developed with input from our Buildings 

and Grounds Committee and students on the Junior School Council and Environment 

Representative Council. 



 

Next term we are looking forward to opening up the Vegetable Garden and Chook Pen at recess 

and lunch time, allowing another space for the students to enjoy supervised by staff inclined to 

gardening! 

 

Our plumber Ben is hard at work these holidays, amongst his jobs is hooking up our rainwater 

tanks to the Butterfly Garden to allow for the watering of this nature play space. 

 

Fundraising and Community Events 

A shout out to our FACE Committee for their organisation of the Disco last month. We managed to 

navigate the weather challenges and provided the kids with not one but two dance floors with 

resident DJs Eddie and Ms Raso working their magic! 

As always we benefited from an enormous turn out of volunteers from the community who made 

sure we were fed, watered and entertained. Thank you to those who coordinated aspects of the 

evening and/or volunteered their time to work on stalls and engage with our families. 

 

Keep an eye out for our upcoming events - Mother’s Day Market Stall and the FCPS Trivia Night! 

 

Curriculum News 

Celebration of Learning - Foundation 

It was a joy to visit our students in Foundation to celebrate their learning in Term One with their 

families and FCPS staff. The thinking of the students in relation to their strengths and their 

understanding of how these link to our school values were impressive, along with the writing skills 

they demonstrated to communicate these messages. Congratulations to all involved and a special 

‘high five’ for learning and thriving in your first term of primary school! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SMART Spelling 

Since our Curriculum Day with Michelle Hutchison last month, we have been pouring over the 

professional learning resources and preparing for the implementation of this approach to the 

learning and teaching of spelling in Term Two. 

 

The teachers will be referring to the scope and sequence to determine which spelling patterns are 

taught at which year level. This will then inform the weekly focus on a particular spelling pattern 

and the selection of spelling words that support this focus. Spelling activities that will be used to 

learn these words are designed to teach the analysis of a spelling pattern, not simply learning 

through repetition. Weekly dictation will be used to monitor student learning growth and there are 

strategies for differentiating the learning to individual levels and needs embedded within this 

approach.  



 

 

We welcome your observations as to the impact on your child’s/children’s learning as we roll out 

the implementation of this approach and invite you to contact your classroom teacher/s or 

members of the leadership team for any further questions and/or information. As we build our 

knowledge through the implementation of this program, we will hold an Information Session for 

families that outlines the SMART Spelling approach and what it means for learning and teaching at 

FCPS. Stay tuned! 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

We have introduced our new school values this Term, developed throughout 2018 with input from 

the staff, students and community members through workshops and forums. These values are: 

 

● We value our diverse and inclusive COMMUNITY 

● We value thinking and acting with KINDNESS 

● We value taking RESPONSIBILITY for our learning and our impact on ourselves, others 

and our environment 

 

Our next steps are to work with the staff and students to develop expected behaviours for each of 

these values, establishing shared commitments around expected behaviours within our community. 

 

The staff will be unpacking what we consider to be minor and major behaviours - those behaviours 

that are inconsistent with our values. From there, we will be developing our processes for how 

positive behaviours will be acknowledged and celebrated, and how problem behaviours will be 

responded to and students supported in their learning and development. 

 

We look forward to keeping you updated on this important work and to providing further 

opportunities for community input. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you and your family soon.  

Take care, 

Jessie 


