
Dear families, 

 

I hope this finds you well and looking forward to the final weeks of term followed by some quality family time over the 

Spring holidays. 

 

Yet again it has been a busy and productive time at FCPS with lots of positive learning experiences for our students 

and growth across all areas of the curriculum. It’s been a term filled with special events - Science Week 

investigations and incursions, Book Week celebrations and collaborative activities across age groups, our Foundation 

students celebrating their 100th Day of School, 130 of our 3/4 students attending their winter camp at Arrabri Lodge 

with a team of dedicated parents and staff (the Giant Swing was a major draw card!), and the holding of our Athletics 

Carnival that has seen students progress to Inter-School and Division level competition. 

 

 
 
FCPS ART SHOW 

We are nearly there - our Art Show is literally around the corner with this biannual event celebrating the Visual Arts to 

be held at FCPS on Friday 13th September. We are enthralled by the artwork that is already on display in the ground 



floor hallway of the Main Building and look forward to being immersed in the Art Gallery experience next week. 

Student Voice and Agency has been a major driver of this event - students being agents of their learning as they 

engage in design of various pieces and work collaboratively with their peers to develop installations to wow their 

audience. And our ⅚ students who will act as guides for the community at this event, drawing on their leadership and 

communication skills. We thank our Visual Arts Team for their vision and dedication - Emily Power-Moore, Alex 

Suares and Alicia Pearce. We also acknowledge Rob Suffolk and our Administration Team - Jo, Sue and Michelle - 

for their key roles in bringing this event together. 

 

GYMNASIUM AND PERFORMING ARTS BUILDING 

Our beautiful new building is complete and we are now awaiting the issuing of the Certificate of Occupancy. These 

final steps are relying on the completion of a power upgrade by Jemena, works that have been scheduled multiple 

times but unexpected complications have caused delays each time. We are awaiting notification of these works and 

remain in regular contact with the Victorian School Building Authority and Hayball Architects. 

 

We remain hopeful that the building will be available for our Art Show next week and our Holiday Care Program with 

Team Kids commencing on Monday 23rd September. The building will house the Sport and Music Programs, and the 

gymnasium will be available for supervised play at recess and lunch times.  

 

 

 
 



FOOTSCRAY LEARNING PRECINCT AND FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As shared on the Footscray City PS Facebook Page, Katie Hall MP announced this week that 2020 will see the 

opening of the new Footscray High School - part of the Andrews Governments’ $80 million investment into the 

Footscray Learning Precinct. Together with Melissa Horne MP, Katie announced that the name is official and that an 

architect has been appointed to design the new science facilities at what will be the Kinnear Street 10-12 campus 

(currently Footscray City College). ‘Footscray High School will deliver first class education across three campuses as 

part of a precinct model of education that will be among the most innovative in Australia.’ 

 

Also announced by Katie Hall MP this week is additional funding for every state school in the Footscray electorate. 

For Footscray City PS this additional maintenance funding totals $56 704 and we look forward to discussing with our 

Buildings and Grounds Sub-Committee and School Council how best to utilise these funds. 

 

GRANT APPLICATION - INCLUSIVE PLAYGROUND 

In recent weeks we have been working hard developing a submission for an Inclusive Schools Grant. The focus of 

this application is securing funds to deliver a sensory playground to be located behind the gymnasium in the space 

between the new building and the Bristow Street fenceline. The new playground will provide a facility that caters for 

students from all backgrounds, ensuring that students with disabilities including autism have a playground that has a 

range of stimulating play options.  

 

We acknowledge the incredible dedication of parent Sarah McHutchison in coordinating this grant application and 

Alison Farr in her capacity as our Acting Leading Teacher Student Engagement and Wellbeing. We also received 

supporting letters from Ioana Tataio Campus Leader of the Western English Language School, Frank Vetere 

Executive Principal of Footscray High School and Katie Hall MP. We appreciate this support and hope that we are 

able to deliver this new facility for all our students, families and community members to enjoy and benefit from. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

A few reminders for us all . . . 

 

● Working Bee - this Saturday 7th September 8:30am-12:30pm 

● Curriculum Day - Monday 8th October (1st day of Term Four) 

● Enrolments for 2020 - Get these in ASAP so that we can plan for the new school year! 

 
Take care and I am looking forward to seeing you soon, 

Jessie 

 


