Community Bulletin
Thursday 31st March 2021
Dear families,
Congratulations to you all on a successful start to the 2021 school year! We hope you are feeling proud of the milestone this
represents for your little people (and you!) as we head to the end of Term 1. This term has presented us with great opportunities
to connect with students and build on the relationships that were formed in 2020 and through our transition programs in term 4 of
last year.
A special mention to our Foundation students for learning and thriving during their first term of primary school - what a group of
kind, responsible and resilient little learners you are, we have loved our time with you and hope that you are feeling proud of
yourselves! And well done to the Foundation parents/carers and families - you made it!
I’d also like to make mention to our graduate teachers who have excelled in the commencement of their teaching careers and
are already such skilled and capable educators, working hard every day to meet the needs of their students. It is a privilege to be
part of this important chapter in your careers and we are proud of you - Ms Walker, Kezia, Amelia, Mr Irons and Ms Henkel!!

FAMILY LEAVE - FAREWELL FOR NOW!
Bec Ridd is heading off on Family Leave at the end of this term, feeling healthy and with that
wide smile always on display as she and husband Jason await the arrival of their first baby in
the coming months.
Bec has been a valued member of the team since joining us in 2020, and has worked tirelessly
this term to ensure that IT devices are allocated to classes across the school and to those
families eligible for the Bridging the Digital Divide government initiative.
Another of Bec’s responsibilities this term has been establishing the mentoring program which
has seen all graduate teachers paired with a mentor and professional learning provided based
on current research and DET initiatives. Our graduates have had a positive start to their
careers and have provided positive feedback about their induction to FCPS - well done Bec!
And the students of 6B have enjoyed their time with Ms Ridd, who has run the classroom
program each Tuesday whilst Anthony performs his coaching role as our Years 3-6 Learning
Specialist.
We appreciate your contributions Bec and will miss you. Wishing you ongoing good health and
happiness and we can’t wait to hear about the safe arrival of Baby Ridd!

UPCOMING DATES
Thursday 1st April

Last Day of Term 1
Assembly at 1pm - students in classrooms and delivered by School Captains over the PA System.
This will include the drawing of the Easter Raffle
Students dismissed at 1:30pm

Easter Holiday Period

Good Friday - Friday 2nd April
Easter Sunday - Sunday 4th April
Easter Monday - Monday 5th April

Tuesday 6th April

Team Kids Holiday Program
Commences at FCPS and runs until Friday 16th April

Monday 19th April

Term 2 Commences
Students Return

Monday 10th - Friday
14th May

NAPLAN Testing
Years 3 and 5 students

Friday 21st May

Curriculum Day - no school for students Foundation - 6
Professional Learning Focus - 6+1 Traits of Writing
OSHC Program will be offered onsite by Camp Australia - further details to come

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION
Thanks again for your participation in the 2021 School Council election and for your engagement in this important process. I am
pleased to confirm the following parents have been elected in the parent member category:
● Nathan Quadros
● Angela Glover
● Tamsin Gatewood
● Michael Weldon
We appreciate the commitment of all candidates to our school and their interest in being involved in school improvement through
membership of this governing body.
Our first School Council meeting was held last night, Tuesday 30th March at 6:30pm. I am pleased to share the election of the
following School Councillors to Officer Bearer positions:
●
●

School Council President - Harriet McCallum
School Council Vice-President - Nathan Quardos

Harriet and Nathan are continuing in their respective roles and I thank them for their ongoing commitment to our school and
community, and acknowledge their significant contributions in recent years particularly in relation to our membership of the
Footscray Learning Precinct and more recently our School Review.
Community members have the opportunity to participate in activities relating to the running of the school through the
subcommittees of School Council. Meetings of these groups will commence next term and we invite you RSVP with the relevant
Committee Chair if you would like to attend.

Fundraising and Community Events (FACE) Subcommittee
Chair - Jessie Hand
Jessie.Hand@education.vic.gov.au

Wednesday 5th April (week 3/Term 2)
Time - 9:15am - 10:15am
Location - TBC

Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee
Chair - Jessie Hand
Jessie.Hand@education.vic.gov.au

Wednesday 5th April (week 3/Term 2)
Time - 8am - 9am
Location - TBC

Education Subcommittee
Chair - Chrissy Purcell
Christine.Purcell@education.vic.gov.au

Friday 7th April (week 3/Term 2)
Time - 9:15am - 10:15am
Location - TBC

Our next School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th April (week 2 of Term 2).
TUTOR LEARNING INITIATIVE
Content from DET Circular - The 2020 school year was an extraordinary and challenging one for every school community. Many
Victorian students spent much of Terms 2 and 3 learning remotely and Victorian schools and their communities made an
exceptional effort to provide continuity of teaching and learning to our students during this time.
We know that the remote learning experience was different for every student. While some students thrived, some students may
not have engaged as fully with remote learning. For most of our students, regular high-quality teaching in 2021 will be enough to
help them progress to the expected level of learning. Some students will benefit from additional intensive learning support in
2021.
As you may be aware, in response to this, the Victorian Government has invested $250 million in the Tutor Learning Initiative to
enable schools across Victoria to engage around 4,100 teachers as tutors in 2021 to support students who need extra assistance
with their learning.
By engaging additional teachers to support children with intensive learning, classroom teachers will have greater capacity to
ensure that all other students’ achievement, engagement and wellbeing needs are met, so that all students receive the support
they need in 2021.
With new initiatives come lots of questions so we have prepared this Google Form to capture these and inform our ongoing
communication with parents and families - Tutor Learning Initiative Parent Form
As I’ve shared with you previously, we identified students we consider to potentially be at risk in READING following the period of
Remote and Flexible Learning and we used the following criteria:
Achievement - they are below the expected level
●
Growth - they didn’t make minimum growth in 12 months (2019-20)
●
They are EAL learners
●
From there, we used the DET recommended criteria to determine if these students were eligible for participation in the Tutor
Learning Initiative, knowing that all students would also be receiving targeted support through their classroom program. The key
details for Term 1 are:
91 students are participating in the TLI across year levels 1 - 6
●
The majority of these students are participating in small group intervention sessions
●
A small number of students who have been identified to receive 1-1 support based on their learning needs
●

FCPS SCHOOL REVIEW
Our School Review concluded last week and we are very pleased with how this process was implemented and proud of the
outcomes it has generated.
Our school performance reports and workshops with parents, teachers and students confirms high levels of engagement from
these key people, high levels of trust and pride in the school and confidence that children are known and cared for. It has also
been confirmed that we have strong structures to enable Professional Learning Teams to be effective in their collaboration, and a
leadership model that builds the capacity of emerging leaders.
We went into the School Review knowing that our challenge is to take our school from ‘good to great’. To do this we need to
progress our practice in differentiating our learning programs so that children have greater opportunity to explore their individual
capacity and take risks in their learning.
As a product of the School Review, we are in the process of developing our School Strategic Plan for 2021 - 2024. This will
include 3 school improvement goals with targets based on student achievement data and responses from parents, students and
staff through annual DET surveys.
Next term, the School Strategic Plan will be discussed with the Education Subcommittee and will then be taken to School Council
for approval. We will continue to communicate with you in regards to this important work and the final version will be available on
our website once complete and approved.
StreetWORKS - FCPS GYMNASIUM MURAL
In 2020 a group of students representing all the FLP schools - Footscray PS, Footscray City PS and Footscray HS - participated
in workshops with artists Chuck Hayfield and Heesco as part of a combined project with Maribyrnong City Council and Victoria
University. They explored a range of concepts and ideas personal to their experiences and connections to the local area that
were then incorporated into the final design. We were thrilled to have the chance to invite the students back last week to
participate in the installation phase, bringing a level of joy and connection that was palpable and an ongoing legacy for their
community.

Here are some snaps of our Year 6 2020 students, now in year 7, returning to make their contribution to this incredible artwork. It
was great to see them and to hear their conversations about life in high school as they painted - precious memories being made.

GARDEN CLUB
‘To Plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow’ - Audrey Hepburn
This term has seen a resurgence of FCPS Garden Club, with a range of students from prep to Grade 6 rolling up their sleeves to
beautify our grounds. Our current project has been digging up and redistributing a donation of tan bark in the Butterfly Garden.
Through regular sweeping students have found hidden paths and practised their landscaping skills in anticipation for bigger and
brighter projects in the coming months. Joining is easy with students meeting (with their hats) outside the Bluestone Building to
pick up a tool every Friday at first lunch!
See you next term Green Thumbs,
Ms. Ivey and the Gardening Team

DET OPERATIONS GUIDE
Since the further lifting of restrictions last Friday, we have received an updated DET Operations Guide that informs schools about
COVID-safe practices and the processes that need to be in place within their communities. This will be used to inform an
updated FCPS Community Handbook for the commencement of Term 2 with particular attention paid to:
Community gatherings such as Assemblies and Friday Market Stall
●

●
●
●

Parents/Carers visiting buildings and classrooms including drop off/pick up and the Parent Helper Program
Determining which events will continue to be delivered via webex, such as Parent-Teacher interviews and Information
Sessions
Ongoing planning for the Hullabaloo Event in Term 3

PARENTING IN MARIBYRNONG - INFORMATION FROM MARIBYRNONG CITY COUNCIL
(ALSO SEE FLYER ATTACHED)
Baby Makes 3
Wednesday 7,14,21 April, 6.30 – 8.30pm
This online three session program provides an opportunity to talk about the changes since becoming parents, and what it
means for your family.
Bookings: bookMCH@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
Attachment and Bonding 0-3
Wednesday 14 April, 10 – 11.00am
This online session is for parents and carers of children aged between 0-3 years. Topics covered will include: How to provide
a foundation for secure attachment, What are the key ways to supporting security? How to support children’s curiosity to
explore, how adult's response to children supports their developmental and emotional needs. This session is based on the
popular Circle of Security Parenting, which is a relationship-based parenting program. MacKillop Family Services will present
this session.
Bookings: attachment0-3.eventbrite.com.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
Nutrition and Healthy Eating for Children Dinh dưỡng và Ăn uống Lành mạnh cho Trẻ em
Wednesday 21 April, 10-11.30am
Vietnamese families with children aged 3-5 years are invited to join us for a free online session about healthy eating for young
children. The session will include up to date information on Australian Dietary Guidelines for healthy eating and how to make
culturally informed, healthy food choices for kindergarten/school lunches, and practical ideas to involve children in choosing
and preparing healthy packed lunches/snacks. There will be time for questions, and resources for you to use at home. This
session is being delivered in partnership with the Multicultural Centre for Women’s Health and will be presented in Vietnamese
with both English and Vietnamese translations.
Bookings: nutritionvietnamese.eventbrite.com.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
Nature Play
Thursday 22 April, 7.30 – 8.30pm
Hear all about why playing in nature, and with natural objects, is so great for your child. This interactive session will
demonstrate lots of practical tips, tricks, and ideas to get you feeling inspired and comfortable to play with nature with your
child.The session will be led by Play Specialist, Cat Sewell for parents and carers of children aged 0 - 8yrs.
Bookings: natureplay22april.eventbrite.com.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
Nutrition and Healthy Eating for Children التغذية واألكل الصحي لألطفال
Monday 26 April, 10-11.30am

Arabic speaking families with children aged 3-5 years are invited to join us for a free online session about healthy eating for
young children. The session will include up to date information on Australian Dietary Guidelines for healthy eating and how to
make culturally informed, healthy food choices for kinder/school lunches, and practical ideas to involve children in choosing
and preparing healthy packed lunches/snacks. There will be time for questions, and resources for you to use at home. This
session is being delivered in partnership with the Multicultural Centre for Women’s Health and will be presented in Arabic with
both English and Arabic translation.
Location: Braybrook Community Hub, 107 – 139 Churchill Ave, Braybrook
Bookings: Nutritionarabic.eventbrite.com.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
Children’s Services Information Session
Thursday 29 April, 10 – 10.30am
Are you new to parenting or new to the Maribyrnong area? This online session will provide an overview of Council services
and will include information on Maternal and Child Health, Immunisation, Playgroups, and how to navigate the Central
Registration System to register for Kindergarten and Child Care. There will also be an opportunity for questions. The session
will be presented by Maribyrnong City Council.
Bookings: childrenservices.eventbrite.com.au
Further information: infoearlyyears@maribyrnong.vic.gov.au or 9688 0211
EAT WELL, SLEEP WELL AND HAVE A GOOD HOLIDAY!
Thank you for your ongoing support and collaboration, and congratulations again for a great first term of 2021. We look forward
to seeing you back at school on Monday 19th April, and to a term when we can return to community gatherings and shared
experiences.
We wish you a safe and rejuvenating holiday spent with loved ones and doing the things that fill your buckets!
Take care,
Jessie
Principal
Footscray City Primary School

